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(t}) The instinct of imitation is implanted in man from childhood, one difference between him and other animals
being that he is the most imitative of living creatures and through imitation learns his earliest lessons. No less
universal is the pleasure felt in things imitated. We have evidence of this in the facts of experience. Objects
which in themselves we view with pain, we delight to contemplate when they are reproduced with minute
fidelity: such as the forms of the most ignoble animals and of dead bodies. The cause of this again is that to
learn gives the liveliest pleasure, not only to philosophers but also to men in general whose capacity, however,
of learning is more limited. Thus the reason why men enjoy seecing a likeness is that in contemplating it they
find themselves learning or inferring, and saying perhaps, “Ah, that is he.” For if vou happen not to have seen
the original, the pleasure will be due not to the imitation as such but to the execution, the colouring, or some

such other cause.
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